


Agenda

 Gradual Release of Responsibility

 Metacognition

 “Raising Boys in a New Kind of World”
 Michael Reist follow-up



http://www.edugains.ca/newsite/literacy2/supportsboyliteracy.html


Let’s Think about…Thinking?



Think Literacy!



Prompts

 Focus on cognitive and metacognitive

processes

 Can be declarative or interrogatory

 What does the student need to complete 

the task?

Questioning is about assessment; 

Prompting is about doing.



Types of Prompts

Cognitive

Triggers academic knowledge

 Factual or procedural 
knowledge

 The reasoning needed to 
apply it

 Background Knowledge
and Process or Procedure 
Prompts

Metacognitive

 Sense-making

 Self-assessment

 Reflection

 What worked, and what 

needs improving

 Heuristic and Reflective 

Prompts



Before the Reading During the Reading After the Reading 

Based on this title, what do 

you expect this book will be 

about? 

 

Have you read other books 

by this author? What do you 

expect?  

 

What do you already know 

about ____ before you 

begin reading?  

 

When you read the reviews 

on the back cover, did it 

change your expectations? 

 

 

What do you know about 

____ so far? 

 

What do you expect will 

happen next? 

 

What has happened so far? 

Take a look in the text for 

clues.  

 

Have you experienced 

something like this?  

What surprised you? Was 

that what the author 

wanted? 

 

Does this remind you of any 

other books you’ve read? 

 

If a person wanted to know 

more about this subject, 

where could they look? 

 

Who would you 

recommend this to? 

 

Heuristic prompts in reading



Text Reconstruction Strategy

 What is the purpose?

◦ To identify main ideas and supporting detail

◦ To promote active meaning-making

◦ To see how texts are constructed and 

sequenced

◦ To substantiate ideas



Text Reconstruction

 Use a variety of text types:

◦ Graphical, informational, narrative, media

◦ Range of difficulty levels so accessible to all

 Texts are separated into chunks of information

◦ Specific info can be text, images, charts, etc

◦ Be sure there is enough detail for students to make connections 
between chunks
 Transition words/phrases,  linking information

Students work in pairs or small groups to reconstruct the 
text.

Have groups compare notes, identifying why they chose to 
put parts where they did. Defend their choices.

Show students the original text.







The Chicken Direction

 Taken from http://theline.edublogs.org/

 On each of my unit tests (which are rare), I place a 
direction buried in the text of the explanation. It 
usually looks something like this:

 Who is the protagonist in this story? Who is 
the antagonist? You do not need to write in full 
sentences for this one, but you must include 
enough details to make sure your answer is 
clear and well-supported. Stand up and squawk 
like a chicken for an extra bonus point. 

 The primary reason is to test– and ensure– how well 
my students are actually reading the exam directions.

http://theline.edublogs.org/


Raising Boys in a New Kind of 

World
 Reist‟s book talks 

about the profound 

effect popular culture 

is having on male 

learners. 
 “We need to stop seeing 

normal boy behaviour as a 

problem and learn to 

understand their need for 

movement, unique learning 

styles, and personal methods 

of communicating.”



Chapter Investigation

 As a follow-up to Michael‟s discussion 

with us last semester, let‟s begin taking a 

look at the big ideas he presents in his 

book.

 Chapter 1: A World of Change

◦ The Post-Modern Crisis

◦ The Disappearance of Childhood

◦ Fathers and Sons



The Post-Modern Crisis

 “Post-modernism has done the world a 
great service […] In the transition from a 
universal truth to a „democracy of ideas‟, 
post-modernism made us question our 
assumptions about everything.”

 In the postmodern world, “nothing is sacred, 
everything can be mocked, and nothing is 
more important than anything else.”

 “If everything is stupid and nothing is 
important, why would I devote myself to 
anything? What‟s the point?”



The Disappearance of Childhood

 “The distinctions between child and adult 

knowledge, experience, behaviour, tastes, 

and interests are becoming blurred.”

 “Respect for age and authority is no 

longer an automatic social convention; 

respect is something that has to be 

earned. […] ‘I will respect you to the same 

extent that you show respect for me.’”



Fathers and Sons

 “Men have largely abdicated the parenting 

role to the mother.”

 “The other source of information about 

fatherhood comes from popular culture, 

where the two main images of males are 

the violent one and the stupid one.”



Chapter 2: The World of School

 For one of the following sections in this 

chapter, distill the information to a central 

theme or big idea. 

 This can be a summary, selection of 

words or quotations, diagram or visual 

that represents the key points.



Chapter Section Pages
Mass Media and School

The Computer is the New 

Printing Press

The Pyramid Meets the Web: New 

Attitudes Toward Authority

The War of the Worlds: School 

Space and Cyberspace

Pay Attention! Our ADD Culture

The End of Literacy

The Final Frontier: Social Skills

Be Still: The Need for Movement
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